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Life on Route 66: 
Personal Accounts Along 
the Mother Road to 
California
By Claudia Heller
The History Press, 2012
Co-authors Claudia and
Alan Heller, longtime
residents of Duarte,
California, hitched their
trailer to a retirement
dream and traveled the
road again, along Route
66, in their home state
and back to Chicago.
They collected stories
of the iconic highway,
and what it means to the
people who live along it.

Murder at the 
HollywoodDivision
By Bruce Kimmel
AuthorHouse, 2015
Adriana Hofstetter, the
sixteen-year-old intrepid
journalismstudent,
returns in a crackerjack
new mystery, her sixth
adventure, Murder at
the Hollywood Division.
When a police detective
is shot four times while
sitting in his car in a Hol-
lywoodneighborhood,
the Hollywood Division,
including Detective
Ramirez, will not rest
until they find the person
who did it. They have no
clues, no witnesses and
nothing at all to go on.
Adriana hears about it
and wants to help. And
so begins a journey that
ultimately puts her in
mortal danger, a danger
from which she may
not escape.

A Sailor’s Story 
in Black & White: Battle 
on the Hawk
By David Almond
Xulon Press, 2013
As a young, black
seventeen year old, fresh
out of L.A. High School,
Los Angeles, CA., in
1972, David Almond was
about to embark on the
U.S.S. Kitty Hawk. An
exuberant, eager sailor,
David was ready to serve
his country, having just
been accepted and
inducted into the United
States Navy. Excited to
“see the world,” he was
unaware of the ticking
time bomb that was
about to explode during
an era of strained racial
relations between blacks
and whites in the Navy.
‘A Sailor’s Story in Black
and White: Battle for
the Hawk’ is a first-hand
account of the events
that unfolded on the
Kitty Hawk, the Navy’s
first race riot aboard
a warship, and the
impact the riots had on
the future.

People Like Us
By Lauren Everett
Croatoan, 2015
For the past six years,
photographerLauren
Everett has been working
onthisphotographybook
about the subculture
surrounding The Rocky
Horror Picture Show’s
midnight screenings. She
has been to ten different
states,photographed
over 140 cast members
intheirhomesandneigh-
borhoods, and attended
shows everywhere from
Los Angeles to Kansas
City, Las Vegas to New
York. There have been
many books about the
Rocky Horror film, but
this is the first and only
photography project to
focus on the people who
have preserved this cult
classic by keeping it on
the silver screen for all
these years!

PEOPLE
LIKE US

LAUREN EVERETT

ROCKY HORROR
PICTURE SHOW

THE CULT OFTHE

Shirley, I Jest: 
A Storied Life
By Cindy Williams
Taylor Trade Publishing,
2015
Cindy Williams, half
of the comedic duo of
Laverne & Shirley, has
had a wild and lively
career in show business.
This book is an engaging
and heartfelt journey
from Williams’s blue
collar roots to unex-
pected stardom—from
being pranked by Jim
Morrison while waiting
tables at Whisky a Go
Go, to starring in one of
the most iconic shows
on television. With wit
and candor, Cindy tells
stories of her struggles
as a child growing up
with meager means and
dreaming of becoming
an actress. She also
shares many misadven-
tures and amusing
anecdotes about some of
the most famous actors
in Hollywood.

SetbacksCreate
Comebacks
By Bill McCloud
Allwrite Publishing, 2014
A fascinating, compelling
story of overcoming
the odds, “Setbacks
Create Comebacks” is
Emmy winner William
McCloud’scandid
memoir. With no
education, a slave work
ethic, and little money,
his grandmother raised
him and his four siblings
until he was 15. When his
grandmother got too ill
to care for them, William
was then forced to live
with his streetwise
mother. She was a
madam and a hustler,
and her children were
not exempt as prey.
While the experience
opened his eyes to
another side of life,
William refused the
lifestyle that his mother
promoted, clinging to the
principle of never making
a bad situation worse.
He ultimately learned
that as life yields
continual setbacks, the
only real setback is a
negativeoutlook.
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On October 5th, the LACC Foundation held its 2016 Gala at the 
Beverly Hilton Hotel. We were privileged to honor the Hollywood 
Foreign Press Association (HFPA) for their $2M gift for the 
College’s Cinema/TV Department. As a result, the Cinema/TV 
building has been named “Hollywood Foreign Press Association 
Center for Cinema and Television”. We also recognized 
Councilman Mitch O’Farrell for his extraordinary support of LACC 
and the Hollywood community.

The evening was hosted by NBC’s Natalie Morales and co-
chaired by Mayor Eric Garcetti and Bob Greenblatt, Chairman/ 
NBC Entertainment.

We thank them, our corporate sponsors, faculty, alumni, emeriti 
and students for helping us raise over $500,000 for LACC student 
scholarships and other educational needs.

HFPA president Lorenzo Soria accepts the LACC Corporate Leadership Award

Jonathan Salazar, an LACC music student who competed in 
Mexico's reality television singing competition, La Voz, 
performed with a band of fellow music students.

Christine Park, Music Department Chair, and LACC's talented 
group of Herb Alpert Scholars 

The Gala was held in the ballroom traditional used for the 
Golden Globe Awards and was hosted by NBC's Natalie Morales
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At the Gala, LACC Alumnus Mark Hamill told the 600+ 
people in the audience that LACC was a pivotal part of  
his education. “I’ve spoken at Oxford and Cambridge 
and I always make a point of name-checking LACC,” 
he said followed by applause.

Student Speaker, Misty Mills shares her journey from a US 
Navy Nuclear Reactor Operator to a homeless student at 
LACC. With the help of the Foundation and the Veteran 
Resource Center, Misty was able to find long-term housing.

LACC Cinema/TV ON SPOTLIGHT 

AWARD 
RECIPIENTS 2017

Cathy Lewis

At age 55, Cathy is determined to accomplish her goal 
of starting a production company. There have been 
many setbacks to fulfilling her dreams including four 
open heart surgeries. Thanks to the HFPA award, she 
will be able to complete her last year at LACC; she 
plans to attend UCLA and pursue her Bachelors 
degree in Cinema & TV. 

Sakhe Jele

Growing up in Transkei (former republic, South Africa, 
Sakhe dared to dream the impossible - to be the first person 
from Transkei who achieved success in Hollywood and 
make it to Los Angeles! As a recipient of the HFPA award, 
he plans to transfer to a four year university and achieve 
his goal of “giving a voice to those who do not.” 

Select Cinema/TV students received a once in a lifetime chance to be part of the 2017 
Golden Globe Award Telecast Production Team!

HFPA President, Lorenzo Soria pictured with 
Cinema/TV students and LACC Foundation 
Scholarship recipients, DJ Robinson and 
Anthony Craddock

GALA HIGHLIGHTS

Students on the red carpet at the Golden Globes!
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ALUMNI SPOTLIGHT

Former Assistant Superintendent for the Los Angeles Unified 
School District (LAUSD), Dr. Rosalyn S. Heyman began her 
inspiring life-long journey at Los Angeles City College (LACC) and 
became the innovative, educational administrator and 
philanthropist she is today. At LACC, it was sheer luck that 
brought her to Professor Bellford Cruz’s Economics class. Cruz 
quickly noticed her potential from grading her essay exams and 
this encouraged her to apply to UCLA. Continuing her college 
education after LACC was not part of Dr. Heyman’s plan. Back 
then, it was not popular for women to go to college. Dr. Rosalyn S. Heyman 

Dr. Heyman, a high school valedictorian, was completing her AA degree at LACC so that she 
could get a job to pay for her brother’s medical school education. Cruz believed so much that 
Heyman was worthy of a space at UCLA that he went out of his way to visit the UCLA Scholarship 
Committee and advocated on her behalf. Because of his recommendation and effort, together with 
Rosalyn’s qualifications, Dr. Heyman received a scholarship and graduated with a Master’s in 
Education. 

Being a professional and a woman was very difficult in the 70’s and caused Dr. Heyman to 
jump many hurdles before reaching her goals. Unlike most of her male counterparts, it took a long 
time for LAUSD to offer her the position of Principal because men were viewed to be more 
accountable. When the District finally appointed Dr. Heyman as Principal, it was for Berendo Junior 
High School, a school populated with financially challenged students and located in a gang-infested 
area in the heart of mid-city Los Angeles. Berendo, the oldest junior high school in the U.S. was 
overcrowded and had one of the worst academic and discipline records in Los Angeles. Eighty-five 
percent of the students attending Berendo had skills below their grade level. While most people would 
run from such a challenging educational setting, Heyman saw Berendo’s potential as Professor Cruz 
saw hers. Her leadership brought the school to new heights—she built an environment that 
encouraged students to attend school regularly and take pride in their progress. One of Ms. Heyman’s 
proudest moments is receiving the American Educators Medal for improving Berendo Junior High 
School as Principal, awarded by a jury of Supreme Court Justices. 

Dr. Heyman’s career throughout the years is embellished with many accolades and 
accomplishments but the one thing that she would like to be remembered for is her philanthropic 
work. She is passionate about organizations that help better education in California. “My legacy will 
challenge our city’s brightest high school students to aim even higher and pursue leadership 
opportunities,” Heyman states in an article by The California Community Foundation. 

Because of the life-changing education Dr. Heyman received, both in the classroom and as a 
result of Professor Cruz’s mentorship, Dr. Heyman has included LACC in her estate plans.

“I want my legacy to help train young people to be future leaders in our country.”
- Dr. Rosalyn S. Heyman



Los Angeles City College Foundation/ Fall 2016 Newsletter8

ALUMNI SPOTLIGHT
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inside Philanthropy

LACC Construction Update

Justice Hassan Vaino Spencer

Robert Vaughn

Kimiko "Kimi" Kishi

In 1952, Robert Vaughn, star of the popular television show “The 
Man From U.N.C.L.E.” was a student at LACC enrolled in the Theatre 
Academy. Vaughn has been acclaimed for his work in Hollywood films 
and on Broadway, as well as being widely recognized for his role on 
America’s political stage. Vaughn won an Emmy award for his portrayal 
of a presidential henchman in “Washington: Behind Closed Doors,” and a 
second Emmy nomination for his role as Woodrow Wilson in “Backstairs 
at the White House.”

Seventy-five years ago, Kimiko Umemoto Kishi, a U.S. citizen born 
in Los Angeles, was a student at LACC. In Fall 1940, she was forcibly 
removed from her home in Los Angeles and incarcerated in a Japanese 
internment camp.

During World War II, 120,000 Japanese people from the West Coast 
were forced from their homes into 10 camps. Sixty-two percent of the 
internees were U.S. citizens. After the war, Kishi took additional courses at a 
local community college but did not finish. For her 90th birthday, her 
daughter, Susan, knew that there was no greater gift for her mother than her 
LACC diploma.

This past February, Kishi was awarded an Honorary Diploma at 
the LACCD District meeting! Throughout her struggles in life, Kishi remained 
hopeful to obtain her diploma. We hope that this story serves as motivation 
for all.

Credit to LA Times

Nick Beck, Ed.D., Fall 1955 editor of the Los Angeles City College Collegian 
and a 60+ year school supporter, died in early April after a five month stint in 
hospitals and rehabilitation facilities.  Beck had suffered a broken hip in Oct., 
2016. Beck, 84, was born in Hollywood.  He attended both parochial and 
public schools, graduated from Hollywood High School and immediately 
enrolled in Kathryn I. P. Lambeau’s LACC journalism department. Following 
graduation from City College, Beck attended Cal State Los Angeles and UCLA 
where he was awarded his doctorate in education.Long after his college days, 
he wrote and published the LACC newsletter Paisano, detailing the lives and 
careers of members of GDU, the school’s journalism fraternity along with other 
men and women of the department.He retired from Cal State Los Angeles to a 
life of book collecting, motion picture memorabilia and writing.  Beck recently 
completed the extensive bibliography of his friend, the writer Budd Schulberg.

In Memorium:

If you would like to contribute to 
the LACC Foundation General 
Scholarship Fund to benefit LACC 
students in memory of Justice 
Vaino, Robert Vaughn and/or Nick 
Beck please go to: 
donate.laccfoundation.org/donate

Nick Beck

Justice Vaino Hassan Spencer earned her AA degree from LACC in 1949 
and graduated from Southwestern University School of Law in 1952. In 1980, she 
was the first African American woman appointed to a judgeship in California and 
became a fierce champion of more opportunities for women and people of color 
in the workforce. Spencer was a trailblazer at a time when women and people of 
color made few inroads at the highest levels of the legal profession in California 
and the nation. She was appointed to the Los Angeles Municipal Court in 1961 
and served as a Superior Court judge and on the Court of Appeals before retiring 
in 2007. She co-founded a major women’s law organization still in existence 
today: National Association of Women Judges (NAWJ). On October 25, 2016, 
Spencer died in her home in Los Angeles. 
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SUPPORT WHAT 
MATTERS TO YOU
Some areas include:
Art
LACC's Art Department is in the process of remodeling
Da Vinci Hall to include a new sculpture facility and an art history 
lecture room.

Business Administration
LACC's Business Administration Department ranks in the Top 20% of 
all US colleges and universities offering undergraduate business 
programs.

Cinema/TV
LACC's Cinema/TV Department is the best low-cost, hands-on 
training film school in California. It is also the recipient of the largest 
gift made by the Hollywood Foreign Press Association, $2M.

Dental Tech
LACC's Dental Tech students hold the top rank in the U.S. with a 
pass rate of 100% for the Recognized Graduate Exam.

Guardian Scholars
LACC's Guardian Scholars Program received commendations from 
WASC Accreditations and national recognition from the NY Times for 
its successful work with the foster youth population in 2013.

Law
LACC's Law, Administration of Justice and Corrections Department 
offers a Pathway Program to the Top Six Law Schools in California.

Math
LACC has five Math students that have ranked #1 among the 
thousands of participating students in national competitions. 

Music
LACC's Music Academy recieved a $10.1M donation from the Herb 
Alpert Foundation- making studies for music majors tuition-free for 
two years

Nursing
LACC's Nursing Department is among the most competitive with its 
NCLEX Passing Rate of 93%

Radiology Technology
LACC's Radiology Technology program ranks as one of the top five 
radiology programs in the United States. 

Theater 
LACC's Theatre Academy has been the Kennedy Center Award 
Winner for Distinguished Performance and Production Ensemble for 
the past 6 years.

Veterans
LACC has the largest veteran student population of all colleges in the 
District and is ranked #1 in retaining veteran students. 

About the Alumni 
Association A l u m n i

Your membership will allow you to stay connected with 
LACC. Through its benefits, the Alumni Association 
fosters a lifelong connection between you and LACC 

Additionally, the Alumni Association seeks to provide 
lifelong learning experiences that are unique to and that 
enhance your LACC alumni experience.

Listed below are the Alumni Association Benefits:

– Membership to School's Federal Credit Union
– Tickets to Campus Events
– Access to senior administration
– Parking Day Pass
– Bi-annual Foundation Newsletter (Fall and Spring)
– Mentor/Mentee Opportunity for Career Development
– Automobile Club of Southern California (AAA) Discount
– Access to Foundation Staff
– Access to rent Campus Facilities
– Access to Entertainment industry job postings
– Kaplan Test Prep Discount
– Target Discount –> Download Cartwheel for Target app

Alumni Association benefits are subject to change upon the discretion 
of the LACC Foundation Executive Director. You will be notified of 

any changes made to the Alumni Association Benefits via e-mail. 

Membership Options:

Annual Alumni Association Membership          $25.00

Lifetime Membership $5,000.00

Note: Annual Alumni Association fee waived for those who 
attended/graduated LACC within the past 3 years

Become a member of the LACC Alumni Association 
online at donate.laccfoundation.org/Alumni-Association 
or contact Carole Wenger at (323) 953-4011 
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Because of the LACC Foundation...

"I was able to afford textbooks that 
otherwise I would not have been able to 

purchase for my classes. Thank you LACC 
Foundation and the generous donors for 
contributing to my academic success at 

LACC and UC Berkeley. Go Bears!"

Because of the LACC Foundation...

"I am able to attend MIT with a full 
ride from the prestigious Jack Kent 

Cooke Transfer Scholarship."

Because of the LACC Foundation...

"I applied to five universities, and 
with their support I was admitted to 

all five! To my great surprise and 
excitement, I will be going to 

Stanford in the fall. I thank LACC for 
helping me."

Because of the LACC Foundation...

"I received a free education and 
utilized all the resources which 

helped me transfer to my all time 
dream school: University of 

California, Los Angeles! Go Bruins!"

www.donate.laccfoundation.org

The mission of the Los Angeles City College (LACC) Foundation is to offer philanthropic support for 
educational programs that ensure academic and vocational excellence for students and to enrich 
the cultural, economic and civic life in Los Angeles and beyond.

 YES,,  $ |  50  $100 |   $250 |   $500 |   $1,000 |   other $_______

CHECK ALL THAT APPLY

I want to help the students at LACC:
  I want my gift to support 
 LACC’s greatest needs  

  I want my gift anonymous 

  Contact me about creating 
an endowed scholarship 
or fund

  I’m interested in: 
 Alumni Association 
 Estate Planning   
 Matching Gift

Donate online: 
LACCfoundation.org 

Contact us: 
(323)323) 953 - 4011
LACC Foundation is a 501c (3) organization
TAX ID# 95-6207819

Please make check payable to: Los Angeles City College Foundation   
Visa | Mastercard | American Express

Name on Card _________________________________________________________________________________ 
Card #__________________________________________________________Exp. Date________CVV __________ 
Billing address _________________________________________________________________________________ 
Signature ______________________________________________ Email _________________________________ 
(I authorize LACC Foundation to process this donation.)

Phone ___________________ Years attended ______________ Major/Area of study _____________________

 I want my gift to support a specific area _______________________________________________________
(Special Services, Engineering, Veterans, Nursing, etc.)

 I want to support an existing scholarship ______________________________________________________
(Name of scholarship)

Mail this to: LACC Foundation 855 North Vermont Avenue Los Angeles, CA 90029

(required)
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STUDENT SERVICES BUILDING (SSB)
On January 9th, the brand new state-of-the-art Student Services Building opened its doors. 
This “hub” includes:

SSB First floor: 
Admissions & Records 
Financial Aid 
Outreach & Recruitment 
Office of Special Services (OSS)
Welcome Center

SSB Second floor: 
Assessment SSSP 
Business Office
Career Center
Counseling 
International Students 
First Year Experience (FYE)
Transfer Center

SSB Third floor:
CalWORKS 
TRIO - SSS 
Foster & Kinship Care 
Guardian Scholars
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LACC STEM 
ENDOWMENT

MAKE IT A DOUBLE CAMPAIGN
In 2016, Los Angeles City College (LACC) was awarded a $6 million five-year Hispanic Serving 
Institutions (HSI) grant from the U.S. Department of Education. 

This HSI grant helps provide LACC and its local high school low-income students with the 
support and preparation they need to transfer and graduate with degrees in the STEM disciplines. 
This grant will fund the following resources:

Make your donation count…TWICE!
#LACCMakeItADouble

This is how it works:

It's as simple as 1+1=2!

Vicky Chang with LACC Foundation Executive Director 
Robert Schwartz at Class of 2016's Nursing Pinning 
Ceremony.

NURSING
Vicky Chang’s transformational gift of 
$2 million has changed the lives of 
nursing students at LACC. Because of 
her generous donation, graduating 
nursing students receive $500 for 
NCLEX Board examination test 
preparation and test fees allowing 
students to focus more on studying 
without feeling the burden of the costs. 
Currently, LACC’s NCLEX pass rate is at 
an astounding 93%!!

 Dedicated counselor, faculty, peer mentoring and tutoring
 Early undergraduate research experience
 Streamlined pathways for high school students to transfer to baccalaureate programs in STEM, through

a partnership with CSU Los Angeles
 Math summer boot camps
 STEM speaker series
 Annual STEM day
 Endowment Match Donor 

gives 

$100

Federal 
match 

$100

STEM 
Endowment 

$200

For further information please contact:  
Martha C. Pelayo  
Director of Corporate and Foundation Relations 
(323) 953-4011 x1490

To ensure the continued support of these 
resources for our students the LACC STEM 
Endowment will be established with a matching 
opportunity of $1 million from federal funds. 

Every dollar donated up to $1 million, 
will DOUBLE creating a  
$2 million STEM Endowment! 
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CAMPUS EVENTS AND ACCOMPLISHMENTS
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The LACC Dental Technology graduates placed 1st nationally
among the schools participating in the Recognized Graduate (RG) portion of 
the Certified Dental Technologist (CDT) Exam given by the National Board for 
Certification in Dental Technology (RGCDT).

LACC Dental Tech graduates average score is 80.56%, while the national 
average is 71.88%. 

Senior Dental Tech Student Zhen Yin 
wins 1st place in the Digital Design 
Competition at the International CAD/
CAM Symposium, competing against top 
schools such as UCLA.

Come and listen to our talented music 
students perform at their free concert 
series during this Spring semester. Open 
to the public. For more information, 
contact the Music Department at (323) 
953-4000 x2880

For the second year in a row, LACC’s 
newspaper, The Collegian , won the 
Apple Awards for the best two-year 
college newspaper (2016 and 2017. 

Womens History Month was celebrated 
on campus with a Women Rising 
program presented by Cooperating 
Agencies Foster Youth Educational 
Support (CAYFES), Guardian Scholars 
and Associated Student Government in 
collaboration with President Martinez. 

Forensics Student Eva Reyes, the only 
Community College speaker at the 
American Forensics Association 
National Individual Events Tournament, 
won 1st place in Poetry and 3rd place in 
Persuasion. Her efforts alone earned the 
LACC Forensics Team a 5th place 
sweepstakes award.

The LACC Theatre Academy won 
"Distinguished Performance of a Play or 
Musical," one of the most prestigious 
awards at the Kennedy Center American 
College Theater Festival. Congratulations 
to the cast and crew of "Waiting for 
Lefty"!  

On March 29th, LACC Foundation held 
an Artist Talk for alumnus Kerry James 
Marshall at Clausen Recital Hall. 
Marshall showed and discussed his 
works, sharing his journey from South 
Central LA to the recent opening of his 
thirty five year retrospective at the 
Museum of Contemporary Art in Los 
Angeles.
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OUR MISSION
The mission of Los Angeles City  
College Foundation is to develop 
philanthropic support for educational 
programs that assure academic and 
vocational excellence for the students 
of Los Angeles City College and  
enrich the cultural, economic and  
civic life of Los Angeles.

ABOUT LACC FOUNDATION
Los Angeles City College Foundation 
was established in 1968 as a non- 
profit, tax-exempt corporation, 
designated to receive gifts for LACC 
from alumni, individuals, 
corporations, foundations and more.
The Foundation increases educational 
opportunities for  Los Angeles City 
College students  by managing 
existing funds — and raising new 
funds — for a broad assortment of 
academic programs.  The Foundation 
also creates and promotes new 
initiatives to meet unfunded 
programmatic needs and financial 
challenges.

To receive more campus and alumni 
news or to share your story with  
the alumni community, contact  
Carole Wenger, Director of Alumni 
Relations and Development at 
wengerc@lacitycollege.edu,
call (323) 953-4011.

1. Bequest - gift in your will or revocable living trust which can 
include gifts of stocks and bonds, gifts of real estate, or gifts of 
cash.

2. Retirement  Plannned  Assets-  name LACC Foundation as the 
beneficiary

3. Life Insurance Policy- name LACC Foundation as the beneficiary 
of the policy’s death benefit or sign over ownership of the policy 
to the LACC Foundation 

4. Charitable  Gift   Annuity -    a donation to LACC Foundation that 
provides fixed payments for life

5. Charitable Remainder Unitrust - an arrangement that provides 
lifetime income 

William Henry Snyder 
  Planned Giving Society

The William Henry Snyder Giving Society is named in honor of 
LACC’s first president. The Society recognizes and honors 
benefactors who have made gifts in perpetuity to maintain and 
enhance Los Angeles City College. Please join the Society and 
consider these five options when deciding how you can best 
support LACC:

Information about planned giving is not intended as 
legal advice. For legal advice, please consult an  
attorney. 

We are here to help you make history 
at Los Angeles City College. Please 
contact Carole Wenger (323 953-4011 
or wengerc@lacitycollege.edu to help maintain 
and enhance its academic and vocational 
education in perpetuity.
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